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1 To the PUBLIC. 


2 HEN I reached . the enſuing Hein, Ger- 
mon, I bad not the leaſt thought of its ever 
1 made public; but. à circumſtance or two 
: "which happened, together with the fi wit of 

ps Text, tmgde_ſome think it aqviſeable to ſnd 
it out into the w 1 was the more eafily 


and 


5 * 


br the inbabilants of this 65 may ONE ang 

e, what it is we are preaching in their ſtreets; 
1 is not need to cry aloud and 
- ſpare not, _ 40 m_ en N their 


! lala, e n * -any 
2 apologies concerning the tile and manner of it. 
2 ultimate apology is, that it 4 ns Truth, and 


"TT. 


Fs 3 . | ; 
F A 2 


induced to comply with the requeſt of my Friends, 


8 E R 1 0 N, cee. - 
ACTS XVii. . I, ak 


Fo 


are come bither alſo. - 


HE preachiog; of the Croſs. is to 25 5 


that — fooliſhneſs, and every 
- thing appertaining to the ſame is ge- 
nerally treated with great contempt. For the 
natural man, the unchange 


the things of the ſpirit of God, neither can ix 
know them, becauſe they. are ſpiritually diſcern- _.- - | 


ds. Hence it is that all ſuch have been, 


— 


Theſe thaj have turned the 2. — dew, 


d man, receiveib not © 


and ſtill are, enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt; I 


for the carnal mind is enmily againſt God, it is ö 
not ſuljeB to the Lau of God f. This enmi- 


| ly has ſhe wn itſelf in various forms; ſome- 
times in rage and violence ; ſometimes. by ri- 
dicule and ſcorn; ſometimes by ſecret and 
ſly inſinuations, trying to make ſuch as pro- 
feſs Religion ſuſpected of evil deſigns. 

All theſe methods were practiſed 
. our Saviour, and the ſame we find verified 


againſt,his followers. However, God has fre- 


_ quently ſo over-ruled things for good, that 
even the wrath .of man has praiſed him; ſo 


that. 


1. Cor. ii. 14. H. Rom. vii. 7. 


5» a7 


againſt. 


= very deſign of the 


| NR; i 


"8 6 


out ſolid truths. For inſtance, the Phariſees, 


in contempt, called our Saviour @ friend of 
publicans and fimners.— Again they faid, this. 
man rettiveth” finners, which are now pretious 


truths : So thoſe ſingular words which I have 
Juſt now read over, were ſpoken, partly by 
way of accuſation againſt the ſervants of God, 
and partly by way of contempt, Theſe, fait 
they, which turned the world. upfide down 
are come hither 405 Now they * ſpoke 


à great truth, tho“ in much anode: for 


this was the very geſign of the goſpel, to 


turn the world upſide down. And is it not the 
el, even now, to turn 


7 Does it not want 


the world upſide 


ſuch a turning ? Dont fee the lives and 


ces of en want ſuch a turning? And 
as we have been honoured with the ſame re- 
flection, with thoſe holy men of old, we will 
own the charge, only we muſt beg leave to 
explain ourſelves, and tell you our real mean- 
ing. And ſuffer me to entreat your patience, 
and beg that none will make any diſturbance, 
but that ſuch as are diſpoſed to hear may 
hear peaceably. That the Text may be ren- 


N 2 ſomewhat ufeful, 1 ſhall f 


"ii Conſider chat the deſign of the Goſpel 
is to turn the e vel GOWN... 95 

6 u. Shew you why we are come hither. 
Laſtiy, Make ſome application. k 
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I. I am to conſider that the Yeſign of the. | 


Goſpel is 4 turn ibe world upfide dom. 
It is a great truth, aſſerted in the Bible, 


and confirmed by woful experience, that 


darkneſs has covered the earth, and groſs dark- 
neſs the people that dwell tber ein: Now, the 
deſign of the Goſpel is to open men's eyes, and 


to turn them ſrom darkneſs to light, and from 


the power of Satan to God T. By darkneſs we 


are to underſtand ignorance; and, as the 


Apoſtle ſays, the times of ignorance God winks 


ed at F. But what kind of ignorance does | 


he mean? He could not mean natural things, 


— 


for it was a very enlightened: age (in that re- 


ſpect) in which he lived; learning of all 
kinds was in: its higheſt perfection, and learn- 
ed men met with very 2 encouragement, 


eſpecially in the time of. Aguſtus, who, be- 


ing himſelf. a man of letters, gave great en- 
couragement to all who excelled in the ſame; 


and yet that time is by the Apoſtles eputed 


a Sealon of ignorance. But what were they ig- 
norant of? Th 


Feſus Chriſt: whom be hath ſent J. They, were 


ignorant of the nature of true religion; they * 
knew nothing of the ſpiritual worſhip which - 
that God, who is a ſpirit, requires from all 


who worſhip him H. And do we not fee the 
dame ignorance prevailing even now? Nay, 


3 does. 


lasch Ic. 3 4 Afts-xxi. 18. + AQs xvii. 305 
Rev. iü. 38, | John ü. 3. ||| John iv. 24. 


| ey were ignorant of themſelves; © 
they did not know that they were poor; and 

* wretebed, and miſerable: and blind, and nated b. 

They were ignorant of the only true Gad, and 


Too City, . that was neceſſary 


255 
Ades it not ſhamefully prevail in this Wn 
City? Now then, there is need of the ſame 

turning upſide down in this day, and in this 

in the apoſtolical 
ages. We have need that God, uud command- 
ed light to ſbine out of darkneſs, may ſhine in- 

. to cur bearts, to give us the light af ibe k w. 
Lage of the glory of God in e fas a. Jeſus 


or The deßga of the Goſpel i is to turn 

men from death to life. As ſoon as man 
ſinned he died; that is, his foul died a ſpiri- 
tual death, and in the ſame wretched ſtate all 


huis unhappy poſterity come into the world, 


and are no more capable, of ourſelves, to 
perform any thing acceptable to God, than 
dead bodies are of performing the functions 
of living men. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle 
peaks, But Gop, uo is rich in mercy, fer bis 
. great love wherewith be loved us, even when we 
WERE DEAD IN. SINS, bath: quickened us togetber 
. «©1tþChriftF. Now, then, the deſign of the Go- 
ipel is to call men from this ſpiritual death, 
taat they may be quickened by grace, and 
vwholly made alive to God; that they may eat 
tbe fie of Jeſus and drink bis blood, that eter- 

nal life may be in them . The believer is paſs'd 
from death unto life; the unbeliever fall not 

ee life, for the wrath of ( Gad abideth on him. How 
can we run our chriſtian race without life? 
or how can we fight the good 2055 15 Faith 

x we . no life? | | 

3. The 


Sq Corr. 6. ; . 5. 6,7 1 2 Jah vi. 8 


x - 
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3. The deſign of the Goſpel is to- wha 
men from rebellion toobedience That every 
ſoul of man, in his unrenewed ſtate, is in 4 
ſtate of diſobedience, I prove from your 
own confeſſion, I mean ſuch as own the au- 
thority of our church. Suffer me to remind 
you what you then ſay, We have erred and 
ſtrayed from thy ways like loſt ſheep; we 
—— done thoſe things we ought not; and we 
have left undone thoſe things which we ought 
to have done.” But I have even greater au- 
thority than this, even God's And" you, 
ſays the apoſtle, that tvere ſome time alienated, 
and enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet 
now bath be reconciled in the body. of bit fies 
through Chrift +. And ſhould either of theſe 
witneſſes be diſputed, I mean the Church of 
England and the Scriptures, doth not daily 
experience prove the point ?. Is not every 
eurſer and ſwearer a rebel againſt the King 
of Heaven? Is not every liar and drankard, 
ſabbath- breaker or unclean perſon in the ſame 
* For what is rebellion, but break- 5 
the laws of the land? And what is re- 
be lion againſt God, if breaking his laws be 


206 :uat Bolan in the face of his command? the 0 


but let the Goſpel take place and the man's 
rebellion is at an end; he fears God, he ho- 
nours the King and all that are in authority." 
He will attend unto the fifth command, and 
becomes a better man. The receiving the 
0 _ make men better huſbands, ber- 

ter | 


rent 23, 23. | 


Fd 


| 0 8. * . 
ter ſubjects, and better neighibdurs, fo chat Tl 
they. will labour to fill up .thoſe relative ſta» 
tions in life to the —— and glory of God. 
This will do that which. coercive laws and 
corporal puniſhments will not do; it will mako 
them act from prineiple, and fixes that hea- 
venly rule in their breaſts, whe! ſoeveriyg would 
that men Huld do unto. you; that dt ye alſo. 
Without this a name or party figniffes- ve- 
xy litcle; for the greater his privileges are; 
the greater is his condemnation z for be that 


knoweth his maſter's will, and doth ii not, alt II: 


Ze beaten with many tribe. 
4. The deſign of the Goſpel is to turn 
men from ſin = holineſs. - Þ fay ſin; not 
barely ſuch as may bring pain or ſhame up- 
on us from our fellow mortals, but whatever 
has a tendency to defile the ſoul.— The true 
convert is not ſatisfied with mak ing the out- 
fide of the cup clean; but his prayer is, to · 
be delivered from all blindneſs of heart; 
trom pride, vain- glory, and hy pocriſy, and 
from all- uncharitablenefs“; yea, ** that the 
thoughts of his heart may; be eleanſed by 
the inſpiration of God's holy ſpirit, that he 
my perfectly love him, -and-worthily-mag- 
nity. his holy name.“ St. Paul. ſays, Les not 
fin reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould: 
obey it in the luſts thereof f. And the Lord 
ſays, Be ;ye boly, for. Lam boly T. Nothing 
_ which defiles can enter into the New Jeru- 
e ; {ot- aithout holineſs no man can je wi 
rd. 


F Rom. vi. 12. Þ 1; Ft. i. 26. 


Heaven, will never ſuffer 


— 


- 


Tas: And * « je that fan kdy 
or. depend upon t that ame | 
Lord who expelled finning 


nning worms to 
come there. Beſides, our Saviour pave bin- 
felf a eg that he might 22 us from alt . 
iniguity, and purify unto bimſelf a petuliar peo- 
fe zealous of rid works f; for he but the 
pure in beart can ſer God. Now, let the blel- 
ſed Gofpel of God 'our Saviour take place, 
and it will anſwer the defired end; and there- 
fore we ought not to be aſhamed of the Go- 
ſpel, for it is the ppwer of God unto ſalbation to 
every one that belieben Tf. 
5. The defign of the Goſpel is to turn 
men from mifery to happinets. Happineſs 
is the defire of every human being. It is 


for this that all creation' is, as it were, groati- 
ing and travefling in birth; and men have 


ancied it to be in ſeveral things in which it 
is not. Hence one is ſeeking it in money, 
and pants after the dull fhadow with all his 
might; riſes early, and takes reſt late; is ever 
reſtleſs, and is juſt like the gdiot who ran af 
ter the rainbow; for tho” he run ever fo faſt, 

ſtill the rainbow left him behind: So it is 
with the man who is aiming to fatisfy. his 
empty ſoul with money, —— The very ſame 
may be ſaid of that honour which one poor 
worm can receive from another: The lame 
of dreſs, diverſions, company, or any other 
earthly delight. All theſe are ſeeking the 
living among the dead. Every created thing 
| 3 EN: ws, fo 
» Mat. v. 8. f Tit. ü. 244 f Rom. i. 16. 


angels out of 


_ - fays.5* happineſs, is not in me.. What ther * 
is to make that ſpirit, which is the breath of > 
the Almighty, happy? Verily, nothing but. 

the Almighty himſelf, and the bleſſed Go- 
ſpel poigis the wanderer direQly to him, and 
ſays, * Look unto tim and be faved all the 
ends of the earth.” Read. over the 8th chap- 
ter of the Proverbs, and you Wil find 
the very ſame doctrine delivered which l am 
offering to you. We are often bid to ſing 
unto the Lord, and to rejoice in the Lord; 
all whieh expreſſions plainly teſtify that there 
is true joy to be found in him. rats the 

Tears from e all faces, and will, caufe- the re- 

buke of bis people to ceaſe +. As many of du 

as have been at the minſter may recolle& it 

was obſerved, the way for any one to be hap- 
Py was to believe in-Chriſt, who ſaid Let na: 

Sour bears Be troubled, ye believe in God, belieue 


_ alſo in me. It was juſtly obſerved, men are . 
apt to run away Rom their troubles, and | 
drive into worldly buſineſs, and do not come F 
to Jeſus, who alpne can give them true com- 

fort and happineſs. Qur Saviour ſays, 1s 
de world ye all have tribulation, but in me il © 
ve ſhall have peace; but be of good cheer, I have 0 
overcome the IU f. 7 
Depend on it religion is ſo far from dri- * 

ving people mad, that it is the only thing bi 

-which will ever bring them to their ſenſes, — 

and give them a peaceable and comfortable he 

wind. When zau;dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt if 1 
W | . 30 


, eee TFT 


9 an n K it ; 4 9p | . X 1 
59. you, then. you 'feel 4 peace which alf. 
eth all underſtanding; by. which the mind. 
is kept in the knowledge, and love of God: 
For in his preſence there is fulneſi of joy, and 
at his right hand there are pleaſures fer ever- 
more 7. "As For all the , happineſs which 
ariſes from creature comforts, be they riches, 
pleaſure, honour, beauty, or any ching elſe 
ſhort of God, it will leave us behind in a 
very little time. The happineſs which we 
want is that which. will not fly from us when - 
| ſickneſs or pain ſhall overtake us; when old 
| age ſhall ſhake us by-the hand; when death” 
ſhall ' make his formidable approach; when 
the pillars of the houſe ſhall ſhake and trem- 
ble, and the ſtrong men ſhall bow themſelves, - 
and thoſe that look out of the windows be 
darkened. We want à happineſs which wilt. 
ſtand the ſcrutiny of a judgment ſeat, and 
che terror of a flaming world: In a word, 
+ ,a happineſs immortal as your ſoul, and im- 
moveable as the throne of Gs, 
6. The defign of the Goſpel is to turn 
men from danger to ſafety. We are inform- - 
ed that having ſinned, they are 7 the 
curſe, and conſequently in, danger of drop-- _ 
ping ta ee but one way of 
eſcaping, and that is by Hying to Chriſt; for 
chere is no other name given among men by 
which we can be ſaved from ſin and miſery 
bere, or eternal damnation hereafter. The 
Goſpel holds forth this Saviour, ſay ing, _ 
1: 5 - rn 1 , 


1e AT 0 


A 4 


\ 


inthe ſence of the key 
' fence 755 Lamb. And the ſmoke of their to- 


tn) 


old the Lomb of God which 1aketh ay the: 9 


the fin of be word. Suffer me to remind you” 


of a few awful paſſages : The wicked Hall be. * 


turned inta Hell, and all the people that 

Cad . Upon the wicked will God rain mares, 
fre, and brimſftone, and an horrible t : this 
Hall be the portion of their cup. For Tophet 
is prepared of old, he hath. made it large and 
deep; the pile thereof © i 2 and mitch! wood: 

the breath of the Lord, a fiteam of brim- 


| None, doth kindle the Take + For woe unto the” 


wicked, it ſpall be ill with him, for the reward 
of bis , ſhe 4 be (Fives een Nay, 
fcb ſhall be e with fire. and brimſtone 
Angels, aud in the pre- 


mens aſcendeth up for ever and ever ; -and they 
have 10 reſt day nor night . Far their worm 
dieth nat, and the fire is not quenabed.— Ihe 
Lord Jeſus all le revealed in ung fire, taking 


Faded he on them that Euoto not God, and that 


5 — not the Goſpel of our Tord 'Feſus Chriſt: 

be ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deflruftion 
rom the Preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power **, O confider this, ye that 
forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and there 


N to deliver $F; My dear fellaw finners, 


e are doleful beet and what à preach-- 
er of the Goſp el can take Nite. re in; 


Nut if we "undertake to teach e muſt be 
Kaithful, 


Isa. iii. 11. = fro xiv. 11, 12. 95 
m I. 43. . 
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Ae log knowing dbe terrors of - (bs Lord 
ve mult -perſande mer. As watchtnen we 
muſt make a faithful report, ſo that ydu may 
be warned to fly from the wrath to come. 
We apptiſe you of your danger, that you 
may eſcape this condemnation, by flying to 
| the only refuge, a crucified Saviour in whory 
all ' fulneſs- ils, and then you are fafe. 
Then let the heavens paſs away with a great 
noiſe and the elements melt with fervent | 
heat; let the fun be turned into darkneſs, 
and the moon into blood, yet, having fled 
to the appointed refuge, you are ſaſe; then 1 
you may lift up o heads with unutterable | 
joy, for the time of your compleat redemp- 1 
tion is come. Now, I pray, what is there i 

| 


| amiſsiin all this? Is it not the truth as it is in 
jeſus ? Ia this manner do we ue to Turn 
= nnn Lk | x; 
\Þ.619:5 5 | = | 
Als But iris une for me. woes e this (| 
lecond thing propoſed, which i is to ſhe w ſome 2 
reaſons: —.— we come hither. | 
1. It is theex Dae of our Lot 
and Maſter, be fa „ Go out quickly into the 
' lanes and fireets:of the city, aud bring in bitber 
the poor, aud the maimed, and the halt, and tbe 
Aind.—Nay, he repeats the .command, Go 
out into ebe Highways and bedges, and compel 
' them" to come du, that'my bouſe may be filled +. 
"Ge 1 en _ paſſage menen 
. a 
* Con. 8. + Lake air. 2223. 
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 4,meanings and ſure I am, if we ſeek lor 
ſome, myſtical meaning, we ſhall be in great 


danger of making nonſenſe of it. Beſides, 
we have its literal meaning confirmed by our 
Saviour himfelf, who went, out into the high- 


every where, He was far from being nice; for 


he who was to die for ruin'd Sinners knew too 


well the value of them to let them ꝓeriſh fot 
. want of ſpeaking to them in the open air, 

and his on precious blood has conſecrated 
the whole earth, and rendered every place 


proper to preach the Goſpel in. But ſome 
will ſay, Are not places ſet apart for preach- 
ing in; and may not people re ſort thither 
and hear preaching? There are places, and 
people may reſort thither; but is it not a 


melancholy truth that there are more that ſtay 
away than go to any place of worſhip? For. 


the ſake of theſe poor wanderers we come 


out into the lanes and ſtreets, and if we do 
not, Who will? I know no law againſt it, 


and I think we have a very good precedent 
for it in the very chapter from whence the 


Text is taken, ver 17. St. Paul reaſoned: 
daily in the market with ſuch as he met; 


and, in ver. 3a, he ſtood an Mars Hill, a. 
very public place, and preached a ſermon. 


to them. If we look into the Proverbs we 
ſhall find in ſeveral places Wiſdom crying 


without; ſhe-utters her voice; in the: STREETS : 


She cried in the CHLEF PLACES OF CONCOURSE. 


"nn El 1 Nay 


— — — Ceca eee oa w—w_—_—_s 


Nay, foe aalen on the: top of high place ff 
« the paths. © She crieub at the gates at the entty 
e ibe tity, at "the coming in ai the doors. Un- 
10 yon, O men, I call, and m voice is unto tbe 
ſens e, men d. "Now; if all this is not fuffi- 
cient proof: for preaching” ih the ſtreers, 1 
will” promiſe to preaeh no more in them. 
2. We come to call you to repentance. 
This is the leading doctrine of the 842 
ſuch as our Saviour preached, when he ſai 
Repent; and believe be Goſpel +; and ſuch as 
his ſervarits preached, when'they ſaid, Repent, . 
and be converted, bat your fins may be bluted 
out; toben the times of Tefrolhing ſhall come from 
the” preſence of tbs Lord 1. And as all have 
ſinned, all muſt repent, and this you all ac- 
knowledge not A et the daily confeſſion, 
— 9 defore, but in that well-known 
Collect, -when you acknowledge that, „tho 
you be tied down and bound with the chain 
of your ſins, that the pityfulneſs of his mer- 
cy may looſe you.“ But repentance is not a 
bare confeſſion of ſin, but there muſt be a 
forſaking of it, if ever you intend to find 
merey. And, indeed, if there is not a for- 
ſak ing of it, it is plain there is not much ab- 
horrence of it; but the true penitent will 
leave his pleaſing, his profitable, 5 his ho- 
nourable ſins. 
| 3: . reaſon why we come hither j 1 
| B 2 WY 


e ed db. n 2, 37 4. : Mark i, 13. 
1 Acts ii. 19. fy q 5 


* - f 38 * „ 1 16 ) 
\ 


o preach our dear Lord Jeſus untd you. We 


declare he loved your never- dying ſouls, ſo 


as to clothe . himſelf with our frail nature, 
and was. a man of ſorrows and acquainted _ 


with grief; was ſtricken, ſmitten- of God, 
and afflicted. He was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities, 
that with his ſtripes we might be / healed. 
Look over at your leifure the 534 chapter of 
\ Afaiah; He, by the blood. of his-crofs, hath 

f expiated all our guilt, ſatisfying his father's 
' juſtice,” taking away the curſes of the law 
which were againſt us, taking them out of 
the way and nailing them to his croſs, and 
came and preached peace to all: them who 
were afar off. Behold, then, the aſtoniſhing 


Jjove of God our Saviour, who looked and . 
there was none to ſave; therefore his own 


arm brought ſalvation to loſt ſinners; for be 
came 10 ſeek. and to ſave that which' was hoſt. 
He gave himſelf a ranſom for all to be-teſti- 


| fied in due time, and by the grace of God 


taſted death for every man. ,He offered him- | 


ſelf a full, perfect, and ſufficient oblation 
and ſatisfaction for the ſins of; the whole 
warld:P: „ 21509 ike = 50 i 6-04: 
4. We come hither: to exhort you te be- 
lieve in this all-ſufficient Saviour. For as 
Meſes lified up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
even ſo is the Son of Man lifted up, that who- 
foever believeth in bim might not periſh, but have 
everlaſting - life. —For God fo loved the 4 * 


-. 


| ANY 17 5 
that be gave bis. only begotten Son, that 0 
ever believeth in him ſbould not periſh, but have 
eternal life *. Thus we find believing brought 
in twice together in the very ſame wards. 
So when he gave his Apoſtles their commiſ- 
ſion, it ran thus, Go he into all the- world, 
preach the Gaſpel to every creature; he that be- 
lieveth all be ſaved, and he that believeth not 
foall be damned +. But the grand queſtion 
now ariſes, What is believing? I wiſh men 
were intent upon knowing what it is, ſeeing. 
ſalvation or damnation are ſuſpended there- 
upon. This important affair does not con- 
fiſt in being join'd to any religious ſociety, 
or receiving any ſet of religious tenets, much 
leſs on repeating of creeds. - How many 
thouſands ſay, I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, &c.” who live in open. rebellion: 
againſt God; who are drunkards, ſwearers, 
 hars, ſabbath- breakers, and live in ev 
other abomination ? Now, you are a ſad be- 
liever if you are one of this wretched ſtamp. 
Remember, it is with the heart man beltev-- 
eth unto righteouſneſs, and as ſoon as he 
thus believes, he is jyſtified, and bas peace 
_ with God through our Lord Feſus Chrijt T. Be- 
hides this, believing; is differently exprt ſſed 
in the ſacred writings. In the Old Teſta» 
ment it is frequently called truſting in th 
Lord, 7. ruff 0 Lord and do good. Truft ye in 
Sg. be 
* Tohn iii. 14, 15, 76. + Mark xvi. 16. I Rom. v. I. 
I Plaim xxxwii. 3. pe; 


. 
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lßbe Lord for ever *. They that truſt in the Lord 

- are like mount Zion that cannot be moved, but 
 fandeth faſt for ever T. In the New Teſta- 
ment it is called believing in Chriſt, looking 

to him, following of him, eating his fleſh and 
drinking his blood, and ſuch are ſaid to have 
eternal life abiding within them.” As the 
Holy Ghoſt is fo redundant in expreſſions, it 
ſhews the importance of the thing, ſo that 
# ſome of theſe expreſſions may be the more 

eaſily underſtood, _ | 

g. We come hither to appriſe both Saints 
and Sinners of Satan's devices. Poor thought- 
leſs mortals are pleaſing themfelves with di- 
vers vanities, and are. jeſting upon the brink 
of eternal ruin, while the grand foe is laugh- 
ing them to ſcorn all the time, and pleas'd, 
if any thing can pleaſe a loſt Angel, at the 
ſight of careleſs ſinners ruſhing headlong to 
endleſs ruin. Now, we want to make you 
ſenſible of your danger, that you may eſcape 

it. If ſome daring ruffian, in this city, was 
determined upon your life, either by force or 
fraud, by night or by day, would you not 
be continually upon your guard againſt ſo 
dangerous a foe? Such is that grand adver- 

fary of whom I am warning you; he goes | 

up and down continually ſeeking whom he 

| may devour. He is in one place call'd a 

0 God; and that ſhews his amazing power: 1 

Some times an old ſerpent; and that = y 

| Tis 
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Iſa. xxvi. 4. + Pſalm cxxv. 1. 
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his amazing cunning: Some times dur ad- 
verſary; and that ſhews we are to expect no 
quarter from him: A roaring lion ꝰ; and that 


ſhews his great ſavageneſs. He that caſt 


down a third part of the ſtarsF will not ſpare 
poor worms; for he is come down having 
great wrath. As for real Saints, he ſpares 


them not, and that they know right well. 


They find a need to watch and pray, leſt 
they fall into temptation. | | 

6. We come hither to encourage all in 
well-doing, and, as far we can, to be help- 
ers of their faith, We come to ſtrengthen 
the weak hands and confirm the feeble knees; 
to ſay to them that are of a fearful heart, Be 
ſtrong, fear not, behold your God will come 
with vengeance, yea with a recompence he 
will come and ſave you. If there is a 
deſire in you, it is the work of his ſpirit, and 
jet that encourage you ſteadily to look up to 


him who is able and willing to perfect that 


which he hath begun in you. Many are 
your enemies, within and without, but fear 
not; for greater is he that is in you than he 
that is in the world. —He hath ſaid, In the 
world ye fhall have tribulation but be of good 


cheer, I have overcome the world 4. We have ; 
reaſon to be thankful-that we live in a lang 


of peace and liberty, and that we can wor- 

ſhip God as we pleaſe, and when and where 

we pleaſe: Nevertheleſs there is a ſpirit of 
| | _ enmity 

* pet. v. 8, + Rev. xii, 44% f John xxi. 33. 15 
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mie In every. carnal, unrenewed 1 A :; 
which, will manifeſt iclelf in various forms 
(as was before obſerved); fame; times by 
reproaches, bitter words, ſcoffing or de- 
riding, hearing and propagating - evil re- 
ports, lies and flahders. Never think of hav. 
ing the favour of God and man too; if the 
world careſs and ſpeak well of you, there 
is great reaſon to fear you are not faithful 
to God, Look through the New Teſtament, 
and yon will find all that will live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution *. IS none. 
of theſe things moye you, for as your day is 
fo will your ſtrength be; and though it be 
through the fire or water, yet God will bring 
you at length into the wealthy place. One 
hour's enjoyment of the New Jeruſalem will 
obliterate all the pain or toil which you may 
have ſuffered for your Redeemer's fake here 
below ; for he will wipe all your tears away, 
and the remembratce of paſt ſufferings mall 
be done away. 
7. Laſtly, We come hicher to leave the 
incorrigible without any excuſe; becauſe whe- 
ther they will hear or forbear, they ſhall 
know, at the great day, a way of ſalvation 
has been declared to them. That very Go- | 
ſpel which we preach, is ſure to be the power | 
of God either of ſalvation or damnation. 
wherever: it is declared: -Therefere take heed | 


bow ye bear. Beware leſt has come upon you. 


| _ 
by 2 Tim. ill. 22. 


pole (7. 
whith ir ht as Bezold, WE 
Joifers, and wonder and eG for” I work. 
a werk. * 9 rag 4 work” which* ye 

ob" 4 min. "> 
it an ot 2 very unpleaſſ 
thought te Fete 1185 vir. to thin 
of riling up as preaching witneſſes - 


any at the laſt day. ut could I flat- 


ter myſelf thar my plain teſtimony ſhould be 
uſeful” to an 28 fouk, 1 mould think my 
felf amply rewarded for my labour I know 
it has a contemptible appearance for a man 
to ſet up Hurst as à gazmg-ſtock in this 

ublic manner; but be ie ſo; it is nothing 

ike the ſhame which my Saviour underwent 
when he was ſpit upon and rudely buffeted; 
when he. was cruelly fcourged and painfully 
crowned with thorns; when he carried his 
croſs through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and 
at laſt was $ nailed ata curſed tree. 
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See there dis temples cod with ches i 5 
' His bleeding hands extended wide: 
His ſtreaming: feet transfix'd and torn : 
-The-founabvguſhing men e to was! 


N x14 ito} 2 801 1 Der; ö 15 
O, can we ſtand upon e 


of honour, reſpect, or Gude .when we 


ſee our erk. God made a ſpectacle 
to devils, men, and angels For my on 
yu I wult 1 ſhould -regoice- were; W 


e a. 40 42. 


3 11 the Stocks all the Afternoon, : cent it fave 
one ſoul.—But, alas! ſhould 1 Hed, my 
blood it would ſignify nothing; 5 1 | 
blood, the precious bloy | of J Tl 
hath atongd, and which alone as. pur; 
. works of 1 


Such is the Goſpel, ſuch is i owerful 
Jafivence wherever | it is N t wk yo 
the world uplide * 

now? What pot would dis Grp 
nden e 90 K 2 
Phe ſtreets wauld then, . priſe. 


0 Jeſus? love, his graciqus 1 
His mercy, and his name. 1 


Then there, would e aces, o ur com 
ing forth in this public ooh no. 5 
would. he peace harmony and riot and 
diſcord hav ccaſe. But if the Goſpel has 
this effect where it is — have you re- 
ceived it? Have you got that religion which 
will ſtand the ſhack of that awful meſſenger 
which rides on his pale Horſe?“ Have you 
that religion which. will ſtand when the artil- 
lery of Heaven is diſcharged when the ma- 
| gazines of fire and brimſtone ſhall break forth 
pF and fer the world on flames? Should this be 
ide Hour, which of, you could clap your 
= glad wings and ſay, Come Lord Jeſus, come 
_- quickly ? Well, that awful hour is ſwift on its 
n ſeek. the n —_— 2 Ne 
oun 
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found; call upon him while he is near. 


the wicked forſake his way, and the pnrigh- —27Þ 
teous man his thoughts, and let him return ' + ©; 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
him, and to our God, for he will abundant- - 
ly pardon. 240 RS RT RESTS 
To conclude,. I am glad to ſee that de- 
cency of behaviour, and attention which the 
greateſt part of you have ſhewn; it news 
good ſenſe and good manners, and let me * 


— 


hope it is a ſign of an underſtanding and be- 
lieving mind, ſo that you may receive the 
truth in the love thereof, and feel the Go- 
ſpel to be the power of God unto an endleſs 
Life. 24 #: - 5 
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